Monoclonal small (well-differentiated) lymphocytic proliferations of the gastrointestinal tract resembling lymphoid hyperplasia: a neoplasm of uncertain malignant potential.
Three histologically benign-appearing or diagnostically equivocal small lymphocytic proliferations of the gastrointestinal tract were examined by fresh-frozen section immunohistologic techniques. In one case, a dense infiltrate in the small intestine, consisting of small lymphocytes with round nuclei, was limited almost entirely to the mucosa. In another case, a localized colonic polyp was formed by mucosal and submucosal lobules of benign-appearing lymphoid aggregates with centrally located germinal centers. The third case, a penetrating gastric ulcer, was surrounded by histologically hyperplastic lymphoid tissue which included germinal centers. The small lymphocytes in all three cases were strongly positive for B-cell-associated antigens (B1, B2, BA-1), and all exhibited monoclonal light-chain restriction. Even though treatment consisted only of surgical resection of the lesions, no patient has had progressive disease during follow-up periods ranging from 24 to more than 50 months. We believe that the infiltrates in these cases are analogous to the morphologically benign monoclonal small lymphocytic proliferations common to the lung and orbit and that they have an uncertain, but probably low, malignant potential.